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1. Chapter Overview & Summary

English Overview: "The Pearl" by John Steinbeck is a classic novella/parable set in a coastal Mexican
town. It tells the story of Kino, a poor pearl diver, his wife Juana, and their infant son Coyotito. When
Coyotito is stung by a scorpion, the local doctor refuses to treat him because the family has no money.
Soon after, Kino discovers a magnificent pearl—"The Pearl of the World." Instead of bringing peace
and prosperity, the newfound wealth exposes human greed, corruption, and social inequality. Kino
becomes a target for.thieves, pearl buyers, and the doctor. After a series of tragic events culminating in

the death of Coyatito, Kino realizes the curse of the pearl and throws it back into the sea.
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2. Complete Chapter Translation (English to Urdu)




Chapter 1/ ol Wy

English: KINO awakened in the near dark. The stars still shone and the day had drawn only a pale

wash of light in the lower sky to the east... Coyotito was stung by a scorpion. The doctor refused to

treat him because they were poor Indian villagers.
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Chapter Il / b lywgd

English: Kino and Juana went out in their old canoe to dive for pearls. Kino found a massive pearl,
as large as a sea-gull's egg—the "Pearl of the World." At the same'time, Coyotito's swelling began

to decrease.
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Chapter lll / 0L |

English: The news of the pearl spread quickly through the town. Everyone—the priest, the doctor,
the pearl buyers, and the beggars—began to scheme against Kino. Kino dreamed of buying a rifle,

getting married in church, and sending Coyotito to school.
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Chapter IV / UL lgig>

English: Kino went to sell his pearl in the town. The pearl buyers colluded to cheat him by offering
extremely low prices, calling the pearl a "monstrosity.” Kino refused to sell and decided to go to

the capital.
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Chapter V / ol ylgzily

English: Juana tried to throw the pearl back into the sea to save her family, but Kino stopped her
and struck her. On his way back, Kino was attacked and killed an attacker in self-defense. Their
house was burned, and his canoe was destroyed.
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Chapter VI / 0l Ug>

English: Kino, Juana, and Coyotito fled north into the mountains. Three armed trackers pursued
them. Kino decided to attack the trackers at night. During the chaos, a.gun went off, killing
Coyotito. Kino killed the trackers, but they returned to the town with their dead child and threw
the pearl into the ocean.
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3. Complete Questions and Answers Solution

Q1: Can a stroke of luck ever be truly dangerous, and if so, why?

Answer: Yes, a stroke of luck can be dangerous if it brings unexpected wealth or fame into a
hostile or corrupt environment. In "The Pearl," Kino's luck in finding the great pearl attracted
human greed, jealousy, and violence from the townspeople, ultimately leading to the destruction
of his family's peace and the death of his son.
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Q2: How does sudden wealth typically change the way a community treats an individual?

Answer: Sudden wealth often causes a community to view an individual through the lens of self-
interest and envy. Instead of genuinely celebrating the person's fortune, institutions and
neighbors may try to exploit, cheat, or manipulate the individual for their own material gain, as
seen with the doctor, priest, and pearl buyers.
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Q3: Do social institutions like medicine, law, and markets serve the rich and poor equally?

Answer: No, Steinbeck illustrates that social institutions are inherently biased in favor of the
wealthy. The doctor refused to treat Coyotito when Kino had no money, but rushed to treat him
once Kino found the pearl. Similarly, the pearl buyers formed a cartel to keep poor native divers
impoverished.
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Q4: Is greed an inherent human flaw or a product of the society we live in?

Answer: While the desire for survival is natural, extreme greed is largely reinforced by societal
structures that condition value based on wealth and status. The story shows how society fosters

greed, turning even peaceful neighbors and authority figures-into.enemies over a valuable object.
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Q5: Can an ordinary object become evil, or do we merely project our darkness onto it?

Answer: An object itself is physically neutral: Evil resides within human intentions. The pearl was
merely a creation of nature, but the dark desires, corruption, and greed of human beings

projected evil onto it, making it a symbol of tragedy.
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Q6: What might a person have to sacrifice in the pursuit of a better life?

Answer: In pursuing a better life, a person might risk sacrificing peace, safety, moral integrity, and
even their loved ones. Kino sought education and security for his family, but ended up losing his
home, his canoe, his peace of mind, and his only child.
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