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Pre-Reading Questions

Q1: What qualities do you think make a true and devoted friend?

Answer: A true and devoted friend possesses sincerity, selflessness, loyalty, empathy, and mutual
respect. True friendship involves supporting each other in times of need without expecting selfish
gains or taking advantage of the other person's kindness.

Q2: Have you ever seen someone take advantage of another person's kindness?
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Answer: Yes, selfish individuals often exploit kind and innocent people by using sweet words and

grand claims of affection while offering nothing in return and overworking them for personal gain.

Complete Section-by-Section English to Urdu Translation

PARAGRAPH 1 & 2

One morning the old Water-rat put his head out of his hole. He had bright beady eyes and stiff
grey whiskers, and his tail was like a long bit of black india-rubber. The little ducks:were
swimming about in the pond, looking just like a lot of yellow canaries, and their mother, who was
pure white with real red legs, was trying to teach them how to stand on'their heads in the water.

"You will never be in the best society unless you can stand on your-heads," she kept saying to
them; and every now and then she showed them how it was dene. But the little ducks paid no
attention to her. They were so young that they did not knowwhat an advantage it is to be in

society at all.
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PARAGRAPH 3 - 6

"What disobedient children!" cried the old Water-rat; "they really deserve to be drowned."
"Nothing of the kind," answered the Duck, "everyone must make a beginning, and parents
cannot be too patient."

"Ah! | know nothing about the feelings of parents,” said the Water-rat; "I am not a family man. In
fact, | have never been married, and | never intend to be. Love is all very well in its way, but
friendship is much higher. Indeed, | know of nothing in the world that is either nobler or rarer
than a devoted friendship."




‘And what, pray, is your idea of the duties of a devoted friend?' asked a Green Linnet, who was
sitting in a willow-tree hard by, and had overheard the conversation.
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PARAGRAPH 7 - 12

‘Yes, that is just what | want to know,' said the Duck, and she swam away to the end of the pond,
and stood upon her head, in order to give her children'a‘good example.

‘What a silly question!" cried the Water-rat. 'l should expect my devoted friend to be devoted to
me, of course.'

‘And what would you do in return?’ said the.little’bird, swinging upon a silver spray, and flapping
his tiny wings.

'l don't understand you,' answered the Water-rat.

‘Let me tell you a story on the subject," said the Linnet.

'Is the story about me?' asked the Water-rat. If so, | will listen to it, for | am extremely fond of
fiction.'
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PARAGRAPH 13 - 15 (THE STORY BEGINS: HANS & THE MILLER)



'It is applicable to you," answered the Linnet; and he flew down, and alighting upon the bank, he
told the story of The Devoted Friend.

'‘Once upon a time," said the Linnet, 'there was an honest little fellow named Hans.'

‘Was he very distinguished?' asked the Water-rat.

‘No," answered the Linnet, 'l don't think he was distinguished at all, except for his kind heart, and
his funny round good-humoured face. He lived in a tiny cottage all by himself, and every day he
worked in his garden. In all the countryside there was no garden so lovely as his. Sweet-william
grew there, and Gilly-flowers, and Shepherds' purses, and Fair-maids of France. There were
damask Roses, and yellow Roses, lilac Crocuses, and gold, purple Violets and white: Columbine
and Ladysmock, Marjoram and Wild Basil, the Cowslip and the Flower-de-luce,the Daffodil and
the Clove-Pink bloomed or blossomed in their proper order as the months went.by, one flower
taking another flower's place, so that there were always beautiful thingstolook at, and pleasant
odours to smell.
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PARAGRAPH 16 - 19

‘Little Hans had a great many friends, but the most devoted friend of all was big Hugh, the Miller.
Indeed, so devoted was the rich Miller to little Hans, that he would never go by his garden
without leaning over the wall and plucking a large nosegay, or a handful of sweet herbs, or filling
his pockets with plums and cherries if it was the fruit season.

"Real friends should have everything in common," the Miller used to say, and little Hans nodded
and smiled, and felt very proud of having a friend with such noble ideas.

Sometimes, indeed, the neighbours thought it strange that the rich Miller never gave little Hans
anything in return, though he had a hundred sacks of flour stored away in his mill, and six milk
cows, and a large stock of woolly sheep; but Hans never troubled his head about these things,
and nothing gave him greater pleasure than to listen to all the wonderful things the Miller used

to say about the unselfishness of true friendship.
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PARAGRAPH 20 - 24 (WINTER HARDSHIPS & EXPLOITATION)

So little Hans worked away in his garden. During the spring, the summer,.and the autumn he was
very happy, but when the winter came, and he had no fruit or flowers.to bring to the market, he
suffered a good deal from cold and hunger, and often had to-go to bed without any supper but a
few dried pears or some hard nuts. In the winter, also, he:was extremely lonely, as the Miller

never came to see him then.

"There is no good in my going to see little Hans as'long as the snow lasts," the Miller used to say
to his wife, "for when people are in trouble they should be left alone, and not be bothered by
visitors. That at least is my idea about friendship, and | am sure | am right. So, | shall wait till the
spring comes, and then | shall pay.himrawvisit, and he will be able to give me a large basket of
primroses, and that will make him so happy."

WES L Ll L Egdsl T R P emeon L1 e Sl e, I S
o)uf.'u;.’)/_u?L"Ztréé_u/éai//ﬂmkéddﬁo’fyguf?t\_ﬁ‘jﬂgc!}'/lul:IMJE.LLJ}”.;/Hd}/,gﬁo};:c"_/;gjﬁf
BT & e b E e S de

/;l%%Q;i}{l&qdl?u;fuﬁwhﬂ@f;ﬁ:u?t'/tifc;d,f-(}’...i)'"qﬂ’u’@&/KL@&@JQL}?}’@.UDZJ/,J@"

J}hgu;/'//@'lKLT/L;(uﬁ:lﬂ-unwz)ufféauﬂ.;ém:‘Ldy(j‘ﬁl/u’:gzgd:&uﬁlﬂ%lgt/(uﬁ;u@/?é/}cﬁu;w’
"-KZ.(?an:f/.uc;JU;ir(&é.)!/j&u{l KUY~ Lﬁ)éou}!rﬁ)ﬂgébc’,uﬂﬂf

PARAGRAPH 25 - 28 (THE WHEELBARROW PROMISE & DEMANDS)



As soon as the winter was over, the Miller went down to see Hans. Hans explained that he had to
sell his silver buttons, chain, pipe, and wheelbarrow to buy bread during winter. The Miller
offered to give Hans his broken wheelbarrow (which lacked a side and wheel spokes). In return
for this broken wheelbarrow, the Miller demanded Hans's plank of wood to fix his barn roof, filled
a huge basket with all of Hans's spring flowers, made Hans carry a heavy sack of flour to the
market, mended his barn roof, and drove his sheep to the mountain.
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PARAGRAPH 29 - 33 (THE TRAGIC STORMY NIGHT)

One wild, stormy night, the Miller arrived at Hans's door. His son had fallen off a ladder, and he
demanded Hans go fetch the doctor. Hans agreed readily, but asked to borrow the Miller's
lantern since it was pitch black. The Miller selfishly refused, saying it was his new lantern. Hans
trudged three hours through the storm, reached the doctor, and sent him to the Miller's house.
On his way back in the pitch darkness and heavy rain, Hans lost his way on the moor, fell into a
deep pool of water, and tragically drowned.
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PARAGRAPH 34 - END (FUNERAL & MORAL CONCLUSION)

At Hans's funeral, the Miller led the procession, claiming to be his best friend. Afterwards at the
inn, the Miller complained that giving away his broken wheelbarrow brought him bad luck and
that he would never be generous again. Hearing this story, the Water-rat got angry when he
learned the story had a moral, shouted "Pooh!", and went back into his hole.
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Story Summary (~ols S ilS)

Urdu Summary (~ols gd)l)
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English Summary

"The Devoted Friend" by Oscar Wilde is a satirical fable that explores the striking contrast between
true friendship and selfish exploitation|cite: 10]. Framed as a story told by a Green Linnet to an
arrogant Water-rat, the narrative focuses on Little Hans, an honest, kind-hearted gardener, and
Hugh the Miller, a wealthy, hypocritical man who constantly boasts about the virtues of selfless
friendship[cite: 10].

Despite his wealth, the Miller neglects Hans during severe winter months when Hans suffers from



extreme cold and hunger|cite: 10]. When spring arrives, the Miller promises Hans a broken, useless
wheelbarrow|cite: 10]. Using this unfulfilled promise as leverage, the Miller manipulates Hans into
handing over his wooden plank, giving away all his spring flowers, carrying heavy flour sacks to
market, repairing the barn roof, and herding sheeplcite: 10]. Hans blindly complies out of devotion
and respect for the Miller's lofty rhetoric[cite: 10].

The tragedy peaks on a dark, stormy night when the Miller asks Hans to trek through severe weather
to fetch a doctor for his injured son, while refusing to lend Hans his lantern[cite: 10]. Hans
successfully reaches the doctor, but on his return, he loses his path in the pitch dark, falls into a
flooded hole on the moor, and drowns|cite: 10]. At the funeral, the Miller pretendsto mourn deeply,
only to complain later about how giving away his broken wheelbarrow caused:him trouble[cite: 10].

The story delivers a powerful critique on hypocrisy and empty claims of devotion|[cite: 10].

While-Reading Questions & Answers

Q1: What question does the Green Linnet ask the Water-rat about the duties of a devoted
friend?

Answer: The Green Linnet asks the Water-rat:"And what, pray, is your idea of the duties of a
devoted friend?"[cite: 10]

Q2: What did the Miller decide to do when the winter was over and the primroses began to

bloom?

Answer: The Miller decided to go down to visit Little Hans and take a large basket with him to

collect Hans's blooming primroses|[cite: 10].

Q3: What does the Linnet say the Water-rat fails to understand at the end of the conversation?

Answer: The Linnet states that the Water-rat fails to understand the moral of the story|cite: 10].

Theme & About the Author




Theme

The theme of "The Devoted Friend" centers on distinguishing true friendship from self-serving
exploitation[cite: 10]. Oscar Wilde satirizes individuals who preach noble ideas about generosity and
loyalty while exploiting kind-hearted companions for personal profit[cite: 10]. It emphasizes that
authentic friendship relies on practical support, sacrifice, and equality, rather than hypocritical

declarations[cite: 10].

About the Author

Oscar Wilde (1854—-1900) was a renowned Irish playwright, poet, and novelist celebrated for his
brilliant wit, sharp social satire, and masterful storytelling[cite: 10]. His works, including The Happy
Prince and Other Tales and The Importance of Being Earnest, frequently'employ irony to critique

societal hypocrisy and human failings[cite: 10].

Vocabulary Glossary

Urdu Meaning (gl

English Meaning

wiso)
Afraid Feeling fear orworry about something|cite: 10] 5213/ 0P 7
Anxious Feeling nervous, worried, or eager about something|cite: 10] ,«:f)f/u“‘?a,
Deserve To be worthy of something because of one's actions[cite: 10] tn&@/tn&;/
Distressed = Very upset, worried, or unhappy/cite: 10] gj:'ci/ulr'g/7

Envious Jealous of someone else's possessions or qualities[cite: 10] sl Sar ] arlo



Urdu Meaning (g2l

English Meaning

wiswo)

To praise someone too much, often insincerely, to gain .
Flatter , LSS/t ul s
favour]cite: 10] ¢

Moor A Iarge open area of land, often covered with grass and very uﬁ)d’&"/ﬁﬂ:dh
wet[cite: 10]

Obliged Grateful or thankful[cite: 10] erhot] gt

Opinion A personal belief or view about something[cite: 10] ﬁJz’J/Lu

Privilege A special right or advantage given to someone]cite: 10] T2

Whisk To move quickly or suddenly like a tail moving swiftly[cite: C@’-’/L'Uza—d):“

10]

Reading & Critical Thinking Exercises

A. Comprehension Questions'\& 'Answers

1. How did the Miller treat little Hans during the different seasons, especially in winter?

Answer: During spring, summer, and autumn, the Miller constantly visited Hans to collect flowers
and fruit from his garden|cite: 10]. In winter, however, he completely abandoned Hans, leaving him
to suffer from.cold and hunger without offering any help, claiming that people in trouble should not
be bothered by visitors[cite: 10].

2. What did the Miller say about true friendship, and how did his actions differ from his

words?

Answer: The Miller claimed that true friendship is unselfish and that real friends share everything in
common|cite: 10]. However, his actions were completely selfish: he constantly took food, wood,



labor, and flowers from Hans while never giving anything in return, not even a handful of flour[cite:
10].

3. Why did little Hans sell his belongings during the winter?

Answer: Hans had no income or flowers to sell during the winter[cite: 10]. To buy bread and survive
the extreme hunger and cold, he was forced to sell his silver buttons, silver chain, big pipe, and

finally his wheelbarrow|cite: 10].

4. What promise did the Miller make about the wheelbarrow, and how did he use it to take
advantage of Hans?

Answer: The Miller promised to give Hans his old, broken wheelbarrow]cite: 10]. He used this
unfulfilled promise to guilt-trip Hans into giving him his wooden.plank;filling his large basket with

flowers, carrying flour to market, fixing his barn roof, and driving his sheeplcite: 10].

5. How did Hans respond to the Miller's constant demands and requests?

Answer: Hans always responded with extreme willingness, politeness, and humility[cite: 10]. He
placed the Miller's demands above his own garden work, believing the Miller was his best friend and
possessed noble ideas][cite: 10].

6. What happened on the stormy night when the Miller asked Hans to fetch the doctor?

Answer: The Miller asked Hans to go fetch the doctor for his injured son but refused to lend him his
lantern[cite: 10]. Hans'walked three hours in a terrible storm to get the doctor[cite: 10]. On his way
back, pitch darkness caused Hans to lose his way on the moor, fall into a deep hole, and drown[cite:
10].

7. How did the Miller behave after Hans' death, and what does it reveal about his character?

Answer: The Miller walked at the head of the funeral procession as the chief mourner to show
off[cite: 10]. Afterward, he complained at the inn that he suffered a loss because his broken
wheelbarrow was left on his hands, proving his total lack of empathy and deeply hypocritical
nature[cite: 10].



8. What moral lesson does the story teach about friendship and selfishness?

Answer: The story teaches that true friendship requires genuine actions, sacrifice, and mutual
respect, rather than empty words][cite: 10]. It warns against blind devotion to selfish people who

manipulate others under the guise of friendshiplcite: 10].

B. Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)

a. great wealth

. b. kind heart ) .
1 What was little Hans known for? ] b. kind heart]cite: 10]
c. clever tricks

d. strong body

a. a sack of flour
What did the Miller promise to give b. a horse

2 c. a wheelbarrow|cite: 10]
Hans? c. a wheelbarrow
d. a house
a. He was ill.
] ) b. He lost his garden.
Why did Hans suffer during the c. He had no work or
3 ) c. He had no work or . )
winter? . income.|[cite: 10]
income.

d. He moved away.

a. fix the roof

What task did the Miller ask Hans to b. carry flour _
4 ) c. fetch the doctor|cite: 10]
do on the:stormy night? c. fetch the doctor

d. take care of sheep

a. He became rich.

. b. He moved to
What happened to little Hans at the ' '
5 another village. d. He drowned.[cite: 10]
end of the story?
c. He was rewarded.

d. He drowned.



Vocabulary and Grammar Exercises

Sentence Structure: Subject and Predicate

Sentence structure refers to arranging words into a complete subject and predicate[cite: 10].

Exercise Question: Identify the subject and predicate in this sentence: "The birds are singing in the
tree."[cite: 10]

e Subject: The birds[cite: 10]

e Predicate: are singing in the tree|[cite: 10]

Oral Communication Skills

Collaborative Discussion Practices

A. How can you show that you are listening and responding respectfully during a group

discussion?[cite: 10]

Answer: You can show respectfullistening and engagement by:

e Maintaining eye contact and nodding to acknowledge speakers.

e Waiting for others to finish before speaking without interrupting.

e Asking thoughtful clarification questions based on what was said.

e Using polite phrases like "I agree with your point, and..." or "In my view..." to share differing

opinions respectfully.

Writing Skills Exercises




Descriptive Composition

A. Write a short descriptive paragraph about your classroom using at least three senses.[cite:
10]

Descriptive Paragraph:

Our classroom is a bright and welcoming space filled with learning. The large glass windows allow
warm sunlight to illuminate the rows of neat wooden desks, while colourful educational charts adorn
the crisp white walls (Sight). The faint, clean scent of fresh chalk dust and polished'woed lingers
softly in the air (Smell). Throughout the morning, the quiet rustle of textbook pages and the steady,

rhythmic ticking of the wall clock create a calm environment ideal for concentration (Sound).
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